
• Oral antibiotics (AB) 
• Oral AB + NSAIDs and/or oral corticosteroids  
• Oral dapsone 

COMEDONAL 

TOPICAL TREATMENT  (Treatment option or association) 
Retinoids  Antimicrobials Fixed combinations 

• Tretinoin 
• Adapalene 
• Isotretinoin 

• Benzoyl peroxide (BPO) • BPO+ Adapalene 

PAPULOPUSTULAR 

NODULOCYSTIC 

Severe 

Severe 

TOPICAL TREATMENT  (Treatment option or association) 
Fixed combinations Antimicrobials Retinoids 

• BPO + Clindamycin 
• BPO + Adapalene 
• BPO + Erythromycin 
• Tretinoin + Clindamycin 

• BPO 
• Azelaic acid 

 
 

• Tretinoin 
• Adapalene 
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No response 

Complementary procedures 

 Comedo extraction  Electrocautery   Intralesional corticosteroids 
 Chemical superficial peels  Microdermabrasion  
 Cryotherapy   Light/laser devices or photodynamic therapy 

Skin care 
 Cleansers  Skin barrier repair lotions/creams  Astringent toners  
 Keratolytic products  Sunscreens 

Complementary procedures 
 Comedo extraction  Electrocautery   Chemical superficial peels 
 Microdermabrasion 

Skin care 
 Cleansers  Skin barrier repair lotions/creams  Astringent toners  
 Keratolytic products  Sunscreens 

No response 

No 

Yes 
Hormonal 
changes? 

Maintenance therapy: Topical retinoids ± BPO 

Hormonal treatment 

• Oral contraceptives (BCP) 
• Antiandrogens 
• Insulin sensitizers 

Mild 

Moderate 

• Oral isotretinoin ±  Oral corticosteroids 

Mild 

Moderate 

Oral antibiotics 

• Doxycycline 
• Lymecycline 
• Minocycline 
• Tetracycline 
• Erythromycin (≤8 year-old) 

± 

± 

± 

± 

+ 
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